
 
 

COCAINE / CRACK 
 

What is Cocaine/Crack?  
Cocaine is a drug extracted from the leaves of the coca plant. It is a potent brain stimulant and one of 
the most powerfully addictive drugs. Street dealers dilute it with inert but similar-looking substances 
such as cornstarch, talcum powder, and sugar or with active drugs or other stimulants such as 
amphetamines. Crack is the chunk or rock form of cocaine. 
 

What are the street names/slang terms for Cocaine/Crack?  
Cocaine – Coke, Snow, Blow, Nose candy, Flake, Big C, Lady, White, Snowbirds. Crack – Rock and 
Freebase.  
 

What do they look like?  
Cocaine is distributed on the street in two main forms: cocaine hydrochloride is a white crystalline 
powder and crack is cocaine hydrochloride that has been processed with ammonia or sodium 
bicarbonate (baking soda) and water into a freebase cocaine - chips, chunks, or rocks. 
 

How are they used?  
Cocaine can be snorted or dissolved in water and injected. Crack can be heated and smoked in a 
pipe, sometimes with use of flammable solvents (freebase).  

 
What are their short-term effects?  
Short-term effects of cocaine include constricted peripheral blood vessels, dilated pupils, increased 
temperature, heart rate, blood pressure, insomnia, loss of appetite, feelings of restlessness, irritability, 
anxiety, seizures, respiratory failure, tactile hallucinations, aggressive behavior; impaired manual 
dexterity and motor coordination, a tendency to overreact and overcompensate, false sense of 
alertness and security, distorted vision and difficulty in seeing, and profound depression. Duration of 
cocaine's immediate euphoric effects, which include energy, reduced fatigue, and mental clarity, 
depends on how it is used. The faster the absorption, the more intense the high. However, the faster 
the absorption, the shorter the high lasts. The high from snorting may last 15 to 30 minutes, while that 
from smoking may last 5 to 10 minutes. Cocaine's effects are short lived, and once the drug leaves 
the brain, the user experiences a "coke crash" that includes depression, irritability, and fatigue.  
 

What are their long-term effects?  
High doses of cocaine and/or prolonged use can trigger paranoia. Smoking crack cocaine can 
produce a particularly aggressive paranoid behavior in users. When addicted individuals stop using 
cocaine, they often become depressed. Prolonged cocaine snorting can result in ulceration of the 
mucous membrane of the nose.  
 

What is their federal classification?  
Schedule II  
 

Source  
National Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA) 



 
 

ALCOHOL 
 
What is Alcohol?  
Alcohol is a depressant. Types include beer, wine, and liquor.  
 

What are the street names/slang terms for Alcohol?  
Beer, Booze, Bourbon, Brandy, Cooler, Hooch, Juice, Liquor, Malt Liquor, Rye, Scotch, Whisky, 
Wine, Vodka.  
 

What does it look like?  
Alcohol is liquid in form.  
 

How is it used?  
Alcohol is swallowed.  
 

What are its short-term effects?  
When a person drinks alcohol, the alcohol is absorbed by the stomach, enters the bloodstream, and 
goes to all the tissues. The effects of alcohol are dependent on a variety of factors, including a 
person's size, weight, age, and sex, as well as the amount of food and alcohol consumed. The dis-
inhibiting effect of alcohol is one of the main reasons it is used in so many social situations. Other 
effects of moderate alcohol intake include dizziness and talkativeness; the immediate effects of a 
larger amount of alcohol include slurred speech, disturbed sleep, nausea, and vomiting. Alcohol, even 
at low doses, significantly impairs the judgment and coordination required to drive a car safely. Low to 
moderate doses of alcohol can also increase the incidence of a variety of aggressive acts, including 
domestic violence and child abuse. Hangovers are another possible effect after large amounts of 
alcohol are consumed; a hangover consists of headache, nausea, thirst, dizziness, and fatigue.  
 

What are its long-term effects?  
Prolonged, heavy use of alcohol can lead to addiction (alcoholism). Sudden cessation of long term, 
extensive alcohol intake is likely to produce withdrawal symptoms, including severe anxiety, tremors, 
hallucinations and convulsions. Long-term effects of consuming large quantities of alcohol, especially 
when combined with poor nutrition, can lead to permanent damage to vital organs such as the brain 
and liver. In addition, mothers who drink alcohol during pregnancy may give birth to infants with fetal 
alcohol syndrome. These infants may suffer from mental retardation and other irreversible physical 
abnormalities. In addition, research indicates that children of alcoholic parents are at greater risk than 
other children of becoming alcoholics.  

 

What is its federal classification?  
Not Applicable  
 

Source  
National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism (NIAAA) 
 

 



 
 

HEROIN 
What is Heroin?  
Heroin is a highly addictive drug derived from morphine, which is obtained from the opium poppy. It is a 
"downer" or depressant that affects the brain's pleasure systems and interferes with the brain's ability to 
perceive pain.  
 

What are the street names/slang terms for Heroin?  
Big H, Blacktar, Brown sugar, Dope, Horse, Junk, Mud, Skag, Smack.  
 

What does it look like?  
White to dark brown powder or tar-like substance. Although purer heroin is becoming more common, most 
street heroin is “cut” with other drugs or with substances such as sugar, starch, powder milk, or quinine.  
 

How is it used?  
Heroin can be used in a variety of ways, depending on user preference and the purity of the drug. Heroin can 
be injected into a vein ("mainlining"), injected into a muscle, smoked in a water pipe or standard pipe, mixed in 
a marijuana joint or regular cigarette, inhaled as smoke through a straw, known as "chasing the dragon," 
snorted as powder via the nose.  
 

What are its short-term effects?  
The short-term effects of heroin abuse appear soon after a single dose and disappear in a few hours. After an 
injection of heroin, the user reports feeling a surge of euphoria ("rush") accompanied by a warm flushing of the 
skin, a dry mouth, and heavy extremities. Following this initial euphoria, the user goes "on the nod," an 
alternately wakeful and drowsy state. Mental functioning becomes clouded due to the depression of the central 
nervous system. Other effects include slow and slurred speech, slow gait, constricted pupils, droopy eyelids, 
impaired night vision, vomiting, constipation, decreased sexual pleasure or indifference to sex, and reduced 
appetite.  
 

What are its long-term effects?  
Long-term effects of heroin appear after repeated use for some period of time. Chronic users may develop 
collapsed veins, infection of the heart lining and valves, abscesses, cellulites, and liver disease. Pulmonary 
complications, including various types of pneumonia, may result from the poor health condition of the abuser, 
as well as from heroin's depressing effects on respiration. In addition to the effects of the drug itself, street 
heroin may have additives that do not really dissolve and result in clogging the blood vessels that lead to the 
lungs, liver, kidneys, or brain. This can cause infection or even death of small patches of cells in vital organs. 
With regular heroin use, tolerance develops. This means the abuser must use more heroin to achieve the 
same intensity or effect. As higher doses are used over time, physical dependence and addiction develop. With 
physical dependence, the body has adapted to the presence of the drug and withdrawal symptoms may occur 
if use is reduced or stopped. Withdrawal, which in regular abusers may occur as early as a few hours after the 
last administration, produces drug craving, restlessness, muscle and bone pain, insomnia, diarrhea and 
vomiting, cold flashes with goose bumps ("cold turkey"), kicking movements ("kicking the habit"), and other 
symptoms. Major withdrawal symptoms peak between 48 and 72 hours after the last dose and subside after 
about a week. Sudden withdrawal by heavily dependent users who are in poor health can be fatal. 
 

What is its federal classification?  
Schedule I  
 

Source  
Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) & National Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA) 



 
 

MARIJUANA 
 
What is Marijuana?  
Marijuana, the most often used illegal drug in this country, is a product of the hemp plant, Cannabis 
sativa. The main active chemical in marijuana, also present in other forms of cannabis, is THC (delta-
9-tetrahydrocannabinol). Of the roughly 400 chemicals found in the cannabis plant, THC affects the 
brain the most. However, when oxidized or burned, marijuana yields some 2,000 chemicals. In the 
1960s, the percentage of THC found in dried marijuana averaged between 3 and 7 percent. 
Marijuana plants are now genetically engineered to be much higher in THC, some up to 30 percent.  
 

What are the street names/slang terms for Marijuana?  
Aunt Mary, Boom, Chronic (Marijuana alone or with crack), Dope, Gangster, Ganja, Grass, Hash, 
Herb, Kif, Mary Jane, Pot, Reefer, Sinsemilla, Skunk, Weed, 420.  
 

What does it look like?  
Marijuana is a green or gray mixture of dried, shredded flowers and leaves of the hemp plant 
(Cannabis sativa). It is characterized by its distinctive seven-leafed configurations. Each leaf has 
serrated edges.  
 

How is it used?  
Most users roll loose marijuana into a cigarette called a "joint". It can be smoked in a water pipe, 
called a "bong", or mixed into food or brewed as tea. It has also appeared in cigars called "blunts".  
 

What are its short-term effects?  
Short-term effects of marijuana include problems with memory and learning, distorted perception 
(sights, sounds, time, touch), trouble with thinking and problem solving, impaired short-term memory, 
slowed reaction times, blurred or double vision, loss of motor coordination, increased heart rate, and 
anxiety. These effects are even greater when other drugs are mixed with marijuana. A user may also 
experience dry mouth and throat and bloodshot eyes.  
 

What are its long-term effects?  
Marijuana smoke contains some of the same cancer-causing compounds as tobacco, sometimes in 
higher concentrations. Studies show that someone who smokes five joints per week may be taking in 
as many cancer-causing chemicals as someone who smokes a full pack of cigarettes every day.  
 

What is its federal classification?  
Schedule I  
 

Source  
National Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA) 
 

 

 



 
 

METHAMPHETAMINE (METH) 
 
What is Meth?  
Methamphetamine (Meth) is an addictive stimulant that strongly activates certain systems in the 
brain.  
 

What are the street names/slang terms for Meth?  
Chalk, Crank, Croak, Crypto, Crystal, Fire, Glass, Meth, Tweek, White Cross.  
 

What does it look like?  
Meth is a crystal-like powdered substance that sometimes comes in large rock-like chunks. When the 
powder flakes off the rock, the shards look like glass, which is another nickname for meth. Meth is 
usually white or slightly yellow, depending on the purity.  
 

How is it used?  
Meth can be taken orally, injected, snorted, or smoked.  

 

What are its short-term effects?  
Immediately after smoking or injection, the user experiences an intense sensation, called a "rush" or 
"flash," that lasts only a few minutes and is described as extremely pleasurable. Snorting or 
swallowing meth produces euphoria - a high, but not a rush. After the initial "rush," there is typically a 
state of high agitation that in some individuals can lead to violent behavior. Other possible immediate 
effects include increased wakefulness and insomnia, decreased appetite, irritability/aggression, 
anxiety, nervousness, convulsions and heart attack.  
 

What are its long-term effects?  
Meth is addictive, and users can develop a tolerance quickly, needing larger amounts to get high. In 
some cases, users forego food and sleep and take more meth every few hours for days, „binging‟ until 
they run out of the drug or become too disorganized to continue. Chronic use can cause paranoia, 
hallucinations, repetitive behavior (such as compulsively cleaning, grooming or disassembling and 
assembling objects), and delusions of parasites or insects crawling under the skin. Users can 
obsessively scratch their skin to get rid of these imagined insects. Long-term use, high dosages, or 
both can bring on full-blown toxic psychosis (often exhibited as violent, aggressive behavior). This 
violent, aggressive behavior is usually coupled with extreme paranoia. Meth can also cause strokes 
and death.  
 

What is its federal classification?  
Schedule II  
 

Source  
National Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA) and Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) 
 



 
 

PCP 
 

What is PCP?  
PCP, or phencyclidine, is a dissociative anesthetic that was developed in the 1950s as a surgical anesthetic. 
Its sedative and anesthetic effects are trance-like, and patients experience a feeling of being "out of body" and 
detached from their environment. Use of PCP in humans was discontinued in 1965, because it was found that 
patients often became agitated, delusional, and irrational while recovering from its anesthetic effects.  
 

What are the street names/slang terms for PCP?  
Angel Dust, Elephant Tranquilizer, Embalming Fluid, Killer Weed, Ozone, Peace Pill, Rocket Fuel, Supergrass.  
 

What does it look like?  
PCP is a white crystalline powder that is readily soluble in water or alcohol. It has a distinctive bitter chemical 
taste.  
 

How is it used?  
PCP turns up on the illicit drug market in a variety of tablets, capsules, and colored powders. It is normally 
used in one of three ways -- snorted, smoked, or eaten. When it is smoked, PCP is often applied to a leafy 
material such as mint, parsley, oregano, tobacco or marijuana.  
 

What are its short-term effects?  
At low to moderate doses, PCP can cause distinct changes in body awareness, similar to those associated 
with alcohol intoxication. Other effects can include shallow breathing, flushing, profuse sweating, generalized 
numbness of the extremities and poor muscular coordination. Use of PCP among adolescents may interfere 
with hormones related to normal growth and development as well as with the learning process. At high doses, 
PCP can cause hallucinations as well as seizures, coma, and death (though death more often results from 
accidental injury or suicide during PCP intoxication). Other effects that can occur at high doses are nausea, 
vomiting, blurred vision, flicking up and down of the eyes, drooling, loss of balance, and dizziness. High doses 
can also cause effects similar to symptoms of schizophrenia, such as delusions, paranoia, disordered thinking, 
a sensation of distance from one's environment, and catatonia. Speech is often sparse and garbled. PCP has 
sedative effects, and interactions with other central nervous system depressants, such as alcohol and 
benzodiazepines, can lead to coma or accidental overdose. Many PCP users are brought to emergency rooms 
because of PCP's unpleasant psychological effects or because of overdoses. In a hospital or detention setting, 
they often become violent or suicidal, and are very dangerous to themselves and to others.  
 

What are its long-term effects?  
PCP is addicting; that is, its use often leads to psychological dependence, craving, and compulsive PCP-
seeking behavior. People who use PCP for long periods report memory loss, difficulties with speech and 
thinking, depression, and weight loss. These symptoms can persist up to a year after cessation of PCP use. 
Mood disorders also have been reported.  
 

What is its federal classification?  
Schedule II  
 

Source  
National Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA), Community Epidemiology Work Group (CEWG), Drug Enforcement 
Agency (DEA), and Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) 

 


